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A:Alborán Seamounts; B: Southern Balearic; C: Gulf of Lions shelf and slope; Central Tyrrhenian; E: Northern Strait 
of Sicily (including Adventure and nearby banks); F: Southern Strait of Sicily; G: Northern and Central Adriatic; H: 
Gulf of Taranto to Santa Maria di Leuca; I: North-eastern Ionian; J; Thracian Sea; K: North-eastern Levantine Sea and 
Rhodes Gyre; L: Nile Delta Region 

Priority conservation areas of  
UNEP MAP 



1. Alborán Sea, 2. Algero-Provencal Basin, 3. Tyrrhenian Sea, 4. Tunisian 

Plateau/Gulf of Sidra, 5. Adriatic Sea, 6. 
Ionian Sea, 7. Aegean Sea, 8. Levantine Sea . 

Mediterranean sub-regions  
(Notobartola di Sciara & Agardy 2010) 



Summary of conceptual planning models with level of relevance 
to the use of marine spatial planning within EBSAs. 





Mapping of marine mammal and marine bird 
distributions that can be used for 
more detailed conservation planning within 
the Pelagos Sanctuary 

Mapping of ecosystem 
components (habitats 
distribution or important 
areas for 
protected/endangered/key 
species) 

North-eastern Ionian Sea 
 

Pelagos Marine Mammal 
Sanctuary 
 



Portman, M.E., Notarbartolo-di-Sciara, G., Agardy, T., Katsanevakis, S., 
Possingham, H., di-Carlo, G. “He Who Hesitates is Lost: Why Conservation of 

the Mediterranean Sea is Necessary and Possible Now”,  
Marine Policy (in print). 

 



Thank you for your attention! 
 

 

  

© M. Portman 


